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1. INTRODUCTION	

Established in 2006, the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb program aims to promote and support the involvement of young women in scientific research. This program identifies and rewards talented young female researchers from Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, and Libya in the fields of Life and Environmental Sciences, Physical Sciences, Mathematics, Computer and Information Sciences, Engineering Sciences and Technology (list provided in Annex 1).
For this 20th edition, 5 endowments will be awarded to encourage young female researchers currently in their doctoral or post-doctoral studies to pursue a brilliant scientific career.

 
· The awarded doctoral students will each receive an endowment of €10,000. Doctoral candidates must be enrolled in a doctoral school and a research laboratory within their country. They must have started their PhD no later than December 2024 (meaning they must be, at minimum, in their 2nd year of thesis) and must not yet have defended their thesis by the opening date of the call for applications in April 2026.

· The awarded post-doctoral researchers will each receive an endowment of €10,000. Post-doctoral candidates must be working in a laboratory or research institute within their country. They must have defended their thesis after January 2021 and started their post-doctorate before the opening date of the call for applications in April 2026.



The L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb endowments are awarded by the L’Oréal Foundation within the framework of a partnership with UNESCO.
2. GENERAL ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS	




a. For Doctoral Students 
The endowment for doctoral students aims to reward candidates who:
· Are of Moroccan, Algerian, Tunisian, or Libyan nationality, enrolled in a doctoral school in their country, and conducting their PhD research in a research laboratory within their country.
· Have started their thesis no later than December 2024 (must be at least in their 2nd year of thesis).
· Are pursuing research in one of the scientific fields listed in Annex 1.




Please note:
· Doctoral students defending their thesis during the call for applications (between April and September 2026) must apply under the "Post-doctoral" category and propose a new, specific research project that is distinct from their doctoral thesis project.
· Candidates who have already been supported by any of the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science "Young Talents" national or regional programs are not eligible.









b. For Post-doctoral Researchers
The endowment for post-doctoral researchers aims to reward candidates who:
· Are of Moroccan, Algerian, Tunisian, or Libyan nationality conducting their post-doctoral research in a research laboratory within their country.
· Have started their post-doctorate before the opening date of the call for applications in April 2026, or hold a letter from their host laboratory certifying that the post-doctorate will begin no later than the closing date of the call for applications.
· Are pursuing research in one of the scientific fields listed in Annex 1.
· Do not hold a permanent position before the Award Ceremony, which will take place in November 2026.















3. SELECTION CRITERIA	
The selection criteria used by the jury are as follows:
A. THE QUALITY OF THE APPLICATION FILE 

The file must:
· Be written entirely in English, with the exception of the letters of recommendation, which may be written in French.
· Demonstrate how the training or the practical and theoretical knowledge acquired within the host organization contributes to the ongoing research work.
· Highlight the excellence of the academic record (number, quality, and impact of publications, conference presentations, patents, etc.).
· Include a research summary written in clear terms, with a maximum of 200 words (justified text, Times New Roman font, size 12, single-spaced).
· Include detailed and explicit letters of recommendation.
Source(s):
· Letter from the Thesis Supervisor.
· Acceptance letter from the host research team for the 2025-2026 year.
· If possible, a letter from a peer in the research field of the thesis and/or post-doctoral project (who is not part of the candidate’s immediate research environment).
Content:
· Recognition of the scientific quality and the significance of the work achieved and planned (originality, scientific scope, as well as economic and social impact). It is essential to demonstrate the candidate's actual and personal contribution. The focus should not be on the laboratory's overall work, but specifically on the research she has conducted or will conduct herself.






· Assessment of the researcher’s personal attributes, including her independence, inventiveness, creativity, and her ability to interact effectively, productively, and supportively with others (sharing, active listening, mentoring, etc.)

B. SCIENTIFIC EXCELLENCE OF THE RESEARCH WORK

· The research work must describe the overall research plan, including the methodology, as well as the scope, novelty, and potential impact of the research.
· This description must not exceed two pages, including references.
· Relevant and well-prepared, the description should demonstrate an innovative and creative spirit.
· The research work must contribute to the body of knowledge in the candidate's field and help promote scientific work both within her country and abroad


C. THE CANDIDATE'S ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE AND PROMOTE SCIENCE AMONG YOUTH


D. PROFICIENCY IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE IS DESIRABLE

· To enable the candidate to present her research work during the Awards Day held in Morocco.

· To fully benefit from the "Management and Leadership" training provided in Morocco.


· To take full advantage of media exposure through various scheduled events (interviews, etc.)



4. AWARDS : DEFINITION AND USE	
A. DEFINITION
There are 5 Awards for the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb program. The awarded candidates will each receive an endowment of €10,000

· Payment of the endowments is made directly to the laureates by UNESCO following the Award Ceremony, upon receipt of the original documents required for the bank transfer.
· Each beneficiary is responsible for inquiring about the taxation applicable to this endowment. These endowments are non-renewable.
· They may be combined with other grants: including other donations, prizes, salaries, and funding for doctoral or post-doctoral research

B. USE OF ENDOWMENTS

The endowment awarded to the young researchers aims to encourage and support their research worldwide. Examples of how the funds may be used include :
· Purchase of IT equipment or advanced technical equipment. It is understood that these endowments must in no way replace the laboratory’s own responsibilities toward its researchers. Therefore, the endowments cannot be used to purchase basic laboratory equipment.
· International travel to meet with experts or establish collaborations.
· Funding to attend conferences, congresses, training sessions, knowledge acquisition, business plan development, etc.
· Purchase of scientific articles and journal
 
5. APPLICATIONS	

Applications must be submitted by the candidates themselves solely through the online platform: www.forwomeninscience.com. They must be written entirely in English, with the exception of the letters of recommendation, which may be written in French.

An application is considered complete only when it includes all of the following documents:
· A detailed CV (1 to 2 pages maximum) including education, outreach activities, the candidate's commitments, etc.
· Copies of degrees or certificates obtained from the Master's level onwards, in their original language.
· A lay summary of the research work (maximum 200 words) written in French (intended for a panel of scientific experts).
· A detailed description of the research work (maximum 2 pages, including references) written in French (Justified text, Times New Roman font, size 12, single-spaced).
· An estimated budget detailing the planned expenses to support the coherence and feasibility of the research work. This budget must not exceed €10,000.
· At least two letters of recommendation written in French or English, each evaluating the quality of the CV, the originality of the project, and mentioning the candidate's interpersonal and human dimensions.
· A list of the candidate's publications (from most recent to oldest).
· For doctoral students: 2 publications (articles, patents, oral communications, posters, etc.) already published or in the process of being published.

 Please note:

· Incomplete applications, files received after the deadline, as well as applications that do not meet the conditions stated above, will not be considered.

· The jury is bound by a duty of confidentiality regarding all documents and information entrusted to them.




· 


6. SELECTION OF LAUREATES	
 The evaluation grid and the coefficients associated with each criterion can be found in Annex 2.
The jury's decision is final and binding. It cannot be contested, nor it is subject to any explanation or justification.
The results will be communicated by telephone and email to the 5 beneficiaries following the deliberations of the Endowment Award Jury. These results must remain confidential until the Award Ceremony.


7. COLLABORATIVE ACTIONS OF THE LAUREATES	
· To pursue the research work for which the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb Award was obtained.
· To execute the expenditures detailed in the estimated budget of the application file and to share the financial report with L'Oréal Morocco within the year following the award.
· To agree to participate in the Award Ceremony, which will take place in Morocco in November 2026. Travel expenses related to this event (transportation and hotel) will be covered by L'Oréal Morocco.

8. COMMUNICATION	
The laureates shall mention the Award in any resulting communications under the official name: 'The L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb Award.'
They will be required to be photographed, filmed, and interviewed for non-commercial purposes related to the communication of the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science program. These photos, videos, and texts may be used for written and audiovisual publications, enabling distribution to international media. A written image rights authorization must be signed by each beneficiary upon signing the contract.


9. PROVISIONAL CALENDAR	
·  Call for applications opens: April 1, 2026
· Application deadline: September 30, 2026
· Final jury selection: October 15, 2026
· Award Ceremony: November 2026

10. REGULATIONS	

Participation in the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Maghreb program call for applications implies full acceptance of these regulations.


11. CONTACT US	
 For any questions regarding the regulations, please consult the online FAQ on the platform www.forwomeninscience.com.

ANNEX 1	
E. LIST OF SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES


This classification of disciplines is based on the Revised Field of Science and Technology (FoS) Classification from the OECD Frascati Manual, adapted for the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science program, and is not subject to discussion.


FORMAL SCIENCES
MATHEMATICS

· Applied Mathematics
· Pure Mathematics
· Statistics and Probability
· Biomathematics




 COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES
· Computer Science
· Information Sciences
· Bioinformatics
· Artificial Intelligence (AI)





PhYSICAL SCIENCES
CHEMISTRY 
· Analytical Chemistry
· Colloid Chemistry
· Inorganic Chemistry
· Organic Chemistry
· Polymer Science
· Electrochemistry (dry cells, batteries, fuel cells, metal corrosion, electrolysis)
· Nanomaterials
· Nuclear Chemistry
· Macromolecular Chemistry
· Biochemistry
· Medicinal Chemistry
· Physical Chemistry
· Phytochemistry
· Materials Chemistry




PHYSICS
· Astronomy (including Astrophysics, Space Sciences)
· Atomic Physics (Atomic Physics and Mössbauer effect)
· Molecular and Chemical Physics: collision, interaction with radiation
· Magnetic Resonance
· Condensed Matter Physics (including former solid-state physics, superconductivity)
· Fluids and Plasma Physics (including surface physics)
· Nuclear Physics
· Optics (including laser optics and quantum optics)
· Acoustics
· Particle and Field Physics
· Mechanics
· Molecular Physics
· Physical Chemistry (Physics-Chemistry)
· Solid-state Physics
· Theoretical Physics
· Thermodynamics

 LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES



BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
· 
Theoretical and Mathematical Biology
· Cryobiology
· Extremophile Biology
· Chronobiology
· Evolutionary Biology (Anthropology: Archaeo-biology)
· Biochemistry
· Molecular Biology
· Biochemical Research Methods
· Biodiversity Conservation
· Biophysics
· Cell Biology
· Microbiology
· Embryology and Developmental Biology
· Ecology
· Genetics and Heredity
· Marine Biology, Freshwater Biology, Limnology
· Mycology
· Plant Sciences, Botany
· Reproductive Biology
· Virology
· Zoology, Ornithology, Entomology, Behavioral Sciences Biology
· Neurosciences
· Cell Physiology
· Epigenetics
· Paleontology
· Radiobiology
· Ethology
· Human Biology
· Symbiosis
· Biotechnology
· Stem Cells
· Metabolism
· Enzymology
· Bio-engineering
· Immunology
· 


BASIC MEDICINE
· 
Anatomy and Morphology
· Human Genetics
· Immunology
· Medicinal Chemistry
· Neurosciences (including Psychophysiology)
· Pathology
· Pharmacology and Pharmacy
· Physiology (including Cytology)
· Toxicology

	CLINICAL MEDICINE
	· Allergy
· Andrology
· Anesthesiology
· Cardiac and Cardiovascular Systems
· Clinical Neurology
· Critical Care and Emergency Medicine
· Dentistry, Oral Surgery, and Oral Medicine
· Dermatology and Venereal Diseases
· Endocrinology and Metabolism (including Diabetes, Hormones)
· Gastroenterology and Hepatology
· General and Internal Medicine
· Geriatrics and Gerontology
· Hematology
· Obstetrics and Gynecology
· Oncology
· Ophthalmology
· Orthopedics
· Otorhinolaryngology
· Pediatrics
· Peripheral Vascular Disease
· Psychiatry
· Radiology, Nuclear Medicine, and Medical Imaging
· Respiratory Systems
· Rheumatology
· Surgery
· Transplantation
· Urology and Nephrology


	HEALTH SCIENCES
	
· Epidemiology
· Infectious Diseases
· Nutrition, Dietetics
· Occupational Medicine
· Parasitology
· Public and Environmental Health
· Sport and Physical Activity Sciences
· Substance Abuse
· Tropical Medicine


	HEATH BIOTECHNOLOGY

	
· Health Biotechnologies
· Technologies involving the manipulation of cells, tissues, organs, or the complete organism (assisted reproduction)
· Technologies involving the identification of DNA and protein functions (genetic diagnostics and therapeutic interventions, pharmacogenomics, gene therapy, and recombinants)
· Biomaterials (related to medical implants, devices, and sensors)
· Forensic Science





	 EARTH AND RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

	· Climate Research
· Environmental Sciences
· Geochemistry and Geophysics
· Geology
· Geosciences, Multidisciplinary
· Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences
· Mineralogy
· Oceanography, Hydrology, Water Resources
· Paleontology
· Physical Geography
· Volcanology
· Ecology
· Soil Science
· Contamination and Waste Management


	AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

	
· Agricultural Biotechnology and Food Biotechnology
· Agriculture
· Agronomy, Plant Breeding, and Plant Protection
· Animal and Dairy Science
· Fisheries
· Forestry
· GM Technology (animal and plant production)
· Livestock Cloning, Marker-Assisted Selection, Diagnostics (DNA chips and biosensors for early/precise disease detection)
· Biomass Feedstock Production Technologies, Bio-pharming
· Horticulture, Viticulture
· Soil Science
· Veterinary Science
· Agricultural Chemistry
· Agricultural Engineering
· Animal Husbandry
· Phytopathology (Plant Pathology)





 ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY




CIVIL ENGINEERING

· 
Architectural Engineering
· Civil Engineering
· Construction Engineering, Urban Infrastructure Studies
· Transport Engineering
· 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
· 
Automation and Control
· Communications Systems Engineering
· Computer Hardware and Architecture
· Electrical and Electronic Engineering
· Robotics and Automatic Control
· Telecommunications
· Microelectronics
· Sensing Devices (Radar, Sonar, Lidar)



MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
· 
Aerospace Engineering
· Applied Mechanics
· Audio Engineering, Reliability Analysis
· Mechanical Engineering
· Nuclear-related Engineering (Nuclear Physics is under Physics)
· Thermodynamics

· 


CHEMICAL ENGINEERING



ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING


· 
Chemical Engineering (plants, products)
· Chemical Process Engineering





· Environmental and Geological Engineering, Geotechnics
· Maritime Engineering, Marine Vessels
· Mining and Mineral Processing
· Ocean Engineering
· Petroleum Engineering (fuels, oils), Energy and Fuels
· Remote Sensing



MATERIALS ENGINEERING

· 
Ceramics
· Coating and Films
· Composites (including laminates, reinforced plastics, cermets, combined synthetic and natural fiber textiles; filled composites)
· Materials Engineering
· Paper and Wood
· Textiles (including dyeing and finishing)


	BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
	· Medical Engineering
· Medical Laboratory Technology (including laboratory sample analysis; diagnostic technologies)
· Artificial Intelligence – Assisted Devices


	ENVIRONMENTAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

	
· Bioremediation, Diagnostic Biotechnologies (DNA chips and biosensors) in environmental management
· Environmental Biotechnology
· Ethics related to Environmental Biotechnology


	INDUSTRIAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

	
· Biotransformation Technologies (industrial processes relying on biological agents to drive the process), Biocatalysis, Fermentation
· Bioproducts (products manufactured using biological materials as feedstocks)
· Biomaterials, Bioplastics, Biofuels, Bio-derived fine and bulk chemicals, Bio-derived novel materials
· Industrial Biotechnology


	NANOTECHNOLO
GIES

	
· Nanomaterials (production and properties)
· Nanoprocesses (nano-scale applications)





ANNEX 2	
EVALUATION GRID

	CRITERIA
	DESCRIPTION
	 Multiplier

	Research Summary
	 The research summary is formulated in clear terms and does not exceed 200 words.
	

2

	Research Work
	The research work describes all the work currently being conducted at the time of application. The overall research plan shall be described, as well as the scope, novelty, and potential impact of the research. Relevant and well-prepared, it demonstrates an innovative and creative spirit. It must not exceed 2 pages.
	

	
	
	
5

	Methodology
	The experimental design is clear. The technologies used are aligned with the project's objectives. The project is feasible within the given timeframe
	

	
	
	3

	Letters of Recommendation
	The quality and relevance of the letters will be evaluated.

	
2

	Scientific Contribution
	The research work must contribute to the body of knowledge in the candidate's research field and help promote scientific work in the Maghreb region. Ability to propose scientific solutions to the societal challenges facing humanity

	

	
	
	
2




	CRITERIA
	DESCRIPTION
	Multiplier

	Academic Record 
	Excellence of the record: number and quality of publications, conference presentations, patents, etc
	

3

	Use of Endowment 
	An estimated budget not exceeding €10,000 for both doctoral students and post-doctoral researchers.
	

1

	Background and Commitment
	Assessment of notable steps in the candidate's journey (obstacles overcome, career changes, etc.) and/or her commitment to the cause of women and girls in science (mentoring, school outreach, community involvement, etc.).
	

	
	
	2




TOTAL = 100 points
AVERAGE OUT of 5 points




The candidates' applications are evaluated based on 8 criteria using a 5-point analog scale
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